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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


We publish this week half of the Report of a 
Council Meeting held at Red Lion Square. It is 
somewhat confused reading to the uninitiated, as 
all the work of the Council seems to be done in 
Committees, and to be only brought before the 
whole body for adoption. 

Each section of the business appears to be in- 
troduced by a member rising and saying, “I beg 
to propose that the report be adopted.” What the 
report was we know not, It is never read, and the 
profession only knows that something has been done. 
This legislating in camera has its advantages. It 
saves time, effectually hides all personal opinion, 
and guards against the profession knowing any- 
thing of details until the finished decision is 
adopted. Apparently no report of the proceedings 
is made in Committee, no minutes are taken, but a 
rough guess at what was said aud done is, at some 
future time, jotted down by the Secretary. Even 


the members of the Committee are by no means | 


sure of what they said or did, so we have the edi- 
fying spectacle of two or three on each side giving 
absolutely contradictory accounts of their recollec- 
tions and impressions. This is not business ; and 
we have aright to demand of our representatives 
some greater attention to order. We venture to 
suggest that the reports of Committees should be 
read at the Council meetings, so that the only re- 
ports the profession receive might be intelligible. 
We have carefully.read the portion of the report 
we publish this week, and are compelled to confess 
we do not know what it means, except that a differ- 
ence of opinion existed in Committee about some 
proposed alteration of Bye-laws, and that it became 
more pronounced when it reached the Council. 


We were a little hasty last week in thinking 
that the Election of Members of Council this year 
was to be a walk over. More nominations have 
been made, and it is possible that the list of Can- 
didates may be even further lengthened as the 
time for voting approaches. We now know that 
the six vacant seats will be competed for by at 
least ten gentlemen, some of whom favour us with 
addresses. Other addresses have been promised and 
will appear next week. 

The Candidates known are W. Anderson, Thomas 
Briggs, F. Blakeway, G. W. Carter, H. Kidd, Jos. 
Mackinder, W. J. Mulvey, Peter Taylor, Thos. Walley, 
and W. Wilson. It is for the profession to see that the 
best men win. April 13th will be the last day on 
which nominations may be made, and any member 
of the profession may nominate any other by giving 
notice in writing to the Secretary. 


We regret the Council should have thought it 
necessary to relegate toa Committee the question 
of the reception of the portrait of Mr. Carlisle. 
This portrait has been publicly subscribed for as a 
mark of esteem by veterinary surgeons and the 
general public in the North of England. One of 


our Veterinary Medical Societies has led the van | 


in this attempt to honour a very old member of the 


profession, and it would seem ungracious of the 
Council not to accept the painting. Red Lion 
Square is not exactly Westminster Abbey. We may 
be too fastidious. No memorial of the late Professor 
Robertson has yet reached our Council-chamber, and 
no steps are being taken to remove this evidence 
of neglect. ‘The walls of that Chamber are not 
undecorated by the presentments of living mem- 
bers: there is room for more, and we take it that 
that is argunent sufficient for this reception. 


We direct attention to the account of an outbreak 
of Cow-pox at Croydon, printed on another page. 
A certain section of the Medical Profession have 
lately expressed doubts abont the Veterinarian 
taking sufficient interest in the eruptive diseases of 
cows, and we all remember the scare caused by the 
Government Medical Department when a medical 
officer traced Scarlet-fever to a disease affecting 
cows at Hendon. One would have thought that no 
opportunity would have been neglected by Dr, 
Buchanan and his staff to investigate any outbreak 
of eruptive disease of cows, especially when un- 
doubted infection of the human subject was in evi- 
dence. In the Croydon case their attention is drawn 
to all the cirenmstances which ought to have excited 
their scientific enthusiasm, but they positively de- 
cline to make the least investigation. Their conduct 
seems so peculiar that we cannot but think the 
* Hendon disease ” and Prof, Brown’s Report thereon 
has really convinced them that no facts exist which 
support the theory that there may be sume disease 
of cows capable of infecting human beings through 
the milk supply. Perhaps it would be only 
charitable to let this medical mare’s nest alone, but 
we cannot forget the uunecessary and frightful ex- 
pense with which an innocent dairyman was saddled, 
the widespread public scare which was caused, the 
slighting remarks made on our profession, and all 
upon a baseless theory. We are less inclined to be 
silent, as quite recently an attempt has been made 
in The Practitioner to bolster up Dr. Power's work 
in an essay which we intend again to refer to. If 
there is in the minds of the Local Government Board 
any vestige of a doubt about the public danger of 
eruptive diseases of cows, why did they neglect to 
investigate the Croydon outbreak ? 


Practical men get a little weary of the eternal 
questions arising about new and improved systems 
of horse-shoeing. Very seldom indeed does a 
Veterinarian or a farrier trouble the patent office, 
but amateurs hand in specifications at the rate of 
about two a week, of which not one in a thousand is 
heard of six months later. One very old fad has 
been a shoe which can be attached without nails and 
by unskilled labour, The amateur inventor forgets 
that the horse’s hoof is constantly growing and be- 
coming disproportionate—that the correction of this 
is as important as affixing a shoe. He also forgets, 
or does not know, that pressure enough to hold a 
shoe on the hoof is far more injurious than nails. 
Not one horse ina thousand is injured by nails at 
each shoeing—not one horse in a thousand would go 
sound in a shoe held on by pressure if he retained it 


one hour’s journey. 
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The Melbourne Veterinary College has been 
founded under good auspices. Its Patrons include 
the Governor, Members of the Legislative 
Council, and quite a number of Societies interested 
in animals, The Principal is Professor Kendall, 
who once practised in Westmoreland. The other 
professors are J. A. McBride who was Professor of 
Veterinary Science at the Imperial College of Agri- 
culture, Japan, and more recently held the same 
position at the Royal Agriculture College,Cirencester; 
C. J. Vyner, who graduated at Camden Town in 
1881; Arthur Goulé, also a London Graduate, and 
late Veterinary Surgeon to His Majesty the King of 
Siam. Prof. Jackson, B.Se., F.C.S., lectures on 
Chemistry ; and J. F. Joyce, M.D., on Physiology. 

From the prospectus we gather, “ A student re- 
quires to attend one complete course of four years, 
and to pass three professional examinations before 
obtaining his diploma, which renders him eligible 
for registration as a qualified veterinary surgeon, 
Two examinations are held each year under the 
direction of ‘The Veterinary Board of Victoria.’ ” 

Tle fees for admission to all classes ineluded in 
the curriculum for a period of four years is one 
hundred guineas, half of which must be paid in 
advance and the other half at the end of the first 
year. We hope to hear more of the new institution 
and we wish it every success, 

The Veterinary Surgeons’ Act provides for the 
registration of “Colonial and foreign veterinary 
surgeons,” but no names as yet appear on such list. 
The Melbourne Veterinary College “is established 
in accordance with the provisions of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act 1887,” which we take to be a Colonial 
Act, but it is probable that we shall some day be 
called on to register applicants holding the Victoria 
diploma. 


ARTICLES AND CASES. 


‘NOTE ON INGUINAL HERNIA IN DOGS. 
By Joun ATKINSON, F.R.C.V.S, 


With the exception of umbilical hernia in puppies 
the inguinal form seems to be most common in the 
dog. I have only met with it in bitches, not a single 
case having come under my notice in the male. In 
every case the first portion of the viscera to pass 
through the ring is a horn of the uterus, which is 
soon followed by intestine. The earliest symptom is 
lameness and carrying the hind leg of the affected 
side; but in many cases no evidence is offered of 
anything wrong until the humour is quite noticeable. 
I have never met with a case of strangulation super- 
vening upon this form of hernia, and therefore oper- 
ative interference has not been necessary. On one 
occasion however I was obliged to adopt an unin- 
tentional operation which may perhaps not be 
uninteresting to your readers. 

The subject was an aged spaniel from whom I 
was removing a large tumour in connection with the 
most posterior of the mammary glands. This 
tumour extended into the inguinal region, and when 


I had dissected it out I found beneath it a horn of 
the uterus protruding through the ring. Instead of 
returning it I cut it off, and passed a ligature through 
the borders of the ring and the cut extremity of the 
horn. Theskin was then brought together over it 
with pins, and ultimately a good recovery was made 
with no return of any hernia. There was, however, 
one rather untoward result, viz. sloughing of the in- 
guinal glands, which retarded the healing of the 
wound made in removing the tumour. I very much 
feared at the time that peritonitis might arise, but 
no symptom of that terrible complication was 
detected. 


COW-POX IN A HERD OF DAIRY COWS. 
By F.RC.V.S. 


The cowsheds are situated near Croydon, within 
the County of Surrey. and so far as inspection is 
concerned (except with reference to diseases included 
under the Contagious Diseases (Animals’) Acts) are 
under the control of the Rural Sanitary Authority. 

The Veterinary Inspector for this portion of 
Surrey under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Acts received no official notice of the existence of 
the disease, and therefore had no power of entry, 
but on hearing from different sources not only that 
the cows had some disease of their udders and teats, 
but that some of their milkers had their hands in- 
fected, he communicated the information to the 
Local Authority of Croydon. 

Dr. Carpenter then visited the cowsheds and 
found that the greater portion of the cows had had 
the disease and were recovering, but that others 
showed the eruption in different stages, and also 
that nine out of the twelve men fattending to and 
milking these cows had suffered, or were suffering, for 
similar eruptions about their hands and arms, some 
of them showing constitutional disturbance. Dr. 
Carpenter recognised the disease as cow-pox at 
once, and after looking over the original drawings 
in Ceely’s work on the subject, he was quite satis- 
fied as to the nature of the disease, and communi- 
cated the information to the Medical Officer of the 
Local Government Board with the view of having 
an enquiry made in the Districts where the milk 
from these cows was consumed whether it had been 
productive of any injury to the consumers or other- 
wise. In reply he was informed, as stated in his 
letter to The British Medical Journal of March 30th. 
—-that being a disease affecting animals it was a 
matter for the Veterinary Department, &c., &c. 

Although the Medical Department of the Local 
Government Board did not take the matter up, Dr. 
Carpenter supplied material (crusts and points of 
lymph) from some of the last cases on cows’ teats 
to Dr. Klein for experimental purposes, cultivation, 
&e. 

In making his enquiries Dr. Carpenter found that 
the three men who resisted the infection from these 
cows had all been re-vaccinated, but that none of 
the nine who became affected had been vaccinated 
since childhood. 


4 
| 
it 
| | 
| 
| 
ste 
| 
| 
me 
Wie 
| 
| i 
| 
| 
‘prt 
4 | 
ie | 
; 
| 
| 
| 
q 
| 
| 
| 


April 13, 1889.] 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 487 


THE TEACHING AND EXAMINING 
oF CANDIDATES FOR THE Drproma.* 


By W. Huntina, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. PrestpENtT AND GENTLEMEN, 

It is in no spirit of fault-finding that I have 
brought this question before you. lor many years 
it has been one in which I have taken great interest, 
and which has never, I think, been satisfactorily 
discussed. 

With the details of teaching in our veterinary 
schools I have neither wish nor right to meddle, 
but it is impossible to consider the whole question 
of examination witbout a reference to the teaching. 

Iam asking your attention to what is one of our 
most practical responsibilities. We, as members of 
the profession. are vitally interested in the quality 
of man we admit to our ranks. With us it lies 
whether he shall be a credit or discredit to us, 
whether he is the kind of man who will add to our 
general knowledge, do justice to his client, and 
honour the diploma by which we recognise him 
and by which we recommend him to the public. 
Our name and title is now by Act of Parliament a 
right and a privilege—no man may assume it. ‘The 
State has conferred upon us a privilege and we must 
acknowledge our duties—the greatest of which is to 
keep the standard of intelligence and knowledge 
possessed by its members at a level proportioned to 
the duties we have to perform and the privileges 
with which we have been invested. We submit all 
candidates for the diploma to a test. This test is 
carried out by a Board of Examiners who are 
selected by the Council. The method and quality 
of examination is decided by the Council, and we, 
the members of the profession, are responsible for 
the actions of the Council. If each individual 
member fails to form any idea of the way in 
which our Council should act, or if he form an 
erroneous idea we shall certainly be punished for 
it in the course of time by the natual effects of 
errors committed by our representatives. I think 
that our existing arrangements for the admission 
of men to the profession are positively evil. Whether 
I am right or wrong, I feel quite certain that no 
question is more worthy of our earnest attention. 

Whatever subjects we require our examiners to 
test a candidate’s proficiency in, those the schools 


must teach. Whatever standard of excellence we | 


require the average candidate to reach, will be the 
level of the school teaching. So that practically we 


control the quantity and quality of the teaching. | 


We do more—by the arrangement of our examina- 
tions we interfere with the method of teaching, and 
thus we incur a serious responsibility. It is quite 
possible for the Council to so arrange the subjects 


of examination and theif order as to compel a sys- | 


tem of teaching injurious to the student, unfair to 
the schools, and detrimental to the profession. 

I have arrived at the conclusion that this con- 
dition has been reached ; and that it is necessary to 
revise the whole subject of our professional ex- 
aminations before it does serious harm. Of course 


“A paper read before the Meeting of the Central Ve- 
terinary Medical Society, on the 4th inst. 


I shall be told that this has quite recently been 
done—that the revision was carefully carried out, 
and that the very best available evidence and in- 
telligence was brought to bear upon it. I shall be 
told that the interests of the students, the schools, 
and the profession were all represented on the Coun- 
cil that adopted the existing regulations. I shall 


disorder and inconvenience, and that we should 
give a fair trial to the new arrangements. 

I quite appreciate the force of these arguments, 
and I may say that their weight would be even 
greater in the Council-room than at this meeting, 
because in that room legislativé progress is only pos- 
sible by compromise between the various interests 
represented, and it is not improbable that such com- 
promise may have missed the mark—nay, it appears 
even probable, when we consider that the Council 
may be roughly divided into two classes—Laaminers 
and Teachers, who from previous associations and 
unconscious bias would naturally propose no radical 
change; and Practitioners and others who, from 
their training and position, cannot be expected to 
have very definite ideas about teaching or examining, 
At any rate, Gentlemen, I shall ask you to put aside 
the argument that because certain arrangements 
exist, they are the best. The “survival of the 
fittest’ is a true expression of natural law; “that 
| we cannot stand still” is but another phase of the 
same thought. Our environments alter, and we 
/iuust alter with them or we shall become unfit. I 
do not say the profession is becoming less fit for 
its work and its position, but I do say it might 
|be more fit, and I believe one obstacle to improve- 
ment is our method of examinations, 

If we trace the origin of the Examinations for the 
Diploma, we find that they are the result of gradual 
development; they have not been arbitrarily im- 
posed. They commenced on the simplest basis, and 
have been gradually modified and added to, The 
first veterinary school was in existence over half a 
century before a Charter was given to the pro- 
fession; and our examination is the lineal descen- 
dant of the test applied to the six-months-student 
who left Camden Town in Professor Coleman’s 
time. Slowly and gradually the standard of pro- 
ficiency has been.raised in proportion to the growth 
of the profession and the demands made upon it by 
wider public recognition—-in proportion also to the 
educational advance made by other professions. 
New subjects have been added to those which were 
once thought sufficient. Botany, Morbid Anatomy, 
and Therapeutics are comparatively recent additions, 
Chemistry, Physiology, and Pathology have been 


| 


so added to and extended by modern research that 
‘they require almost double the attention from a 
‘student that was given to them thirty years ago, 
and proportionately our examiners have raised 
‘their standard of proficiency. All these additions 
‘and extensions necessitated a longer period of study 
and a-re-arrangement of the teaching curriculum, 
This, the schools have supplied, and I am bound to 
acknowledge that they have neither been slow to 
recognise what was of advantage to the student, nor 


| tardy in affording the requisite improved tuition. 


also be told that frequent changes are productive of 
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And here I would just say a word concerning the 
relationship of the schools to the Body-Corporate. 
They are iuter-dependent and absolutely necessary 
to each other. Before the passing of the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act every attempt to make any alteration 
affecting the schools was powerfully checked by 
threats of obtaining independent licensing powers. 
Progress was only made with difficulty, and by 
compromise which almost rendered the change of 
no value, It is different now, and the opposition of 
the schools can only take the form of action on the 
Council. This quite legitimate action must be ex- 
pected, and must be provided for. 

The interests of the schools and the profession 
are not always identical, We have no special desire 
for the influx of large numbers of new recruits ; they 
have every interest in obtaining new entries, and 
also in rapidly passing thein through their estab- 
lishments into the ranks of the profession. We 
want the highest quality of member we can get; the 
schools necessarily send us various grades ; and can- 
not be expected to look favourably upon any test 
which sends back upon their hands many rejected 
candidates. 

There are four schools, and it may be argued 
that the natural result of competition will be that 
the one which attains the highest standard of edu- 
cational results, will gain the most pupils ; that 
therefore their interests are identical with those of 
the profession so far as having examinations which 
only good men can satisfy. This might be true if 
all parents and guardians could judge correctly, and 
if all students desired knowledge as keenly as they 
do the diploma—conditions we unfortunately have 
not yet attained, 

It is our duty then to arrive at a correct decision 
on three points— 

1st.—What should entitle a man to receive our 
diploma ? 

.2nd.—How may his knowledge be tested most 
effectually ? 

3rd.—Are our methods of testing fair to the 
student and the schools? 


What should entitle a man to receive our diploma? 


I answer—Exhibition of a certain standard of pro- 
ficiency in those subjects necessary to make a sound 
veterinary practitioner. ‘These subjects are :— 

1.—The principles and practice of Veterinary 
Medicine and Surgery. 

2.—Anatomy. 

3.—Physiology. 

4.—Chemistry. 

5.—Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

6.—Botany and Hygiene. 

The Principles and Practice of Veterinary Medicine 
and Surgery. This branch of study is better indi- 
cated by the word “ Pathology” used in its older 
and wider sense—the study of disease. I include 
in it the modern branches described as Pathology 
and Morbid Anatomy. The subject is too extensive 
to be disposed of at one examining table. To divide 


it into Horse Pathology and Cattle Pathology I con- 
sider an inconvenient division, as it must lead to 


the repetition of questions, and too often to some 
contradiction. Doubtless it must be divided and as 
our practitioners seldom combine an equally first- 
class acquaintance with the diseases of all animals, 
some division permitting special knowledge of 
cattle at one table is desirable. It is also well that 
the division should be definite, so that the two sets 
of examiners should not take a student on the same 
subject merely applied to a different animal. I sug- 
gest that a convenient division would be— 

1st.—Medicine, Surgery, and Pathology. 

2nd.—The Contagious and Parasitic diseases, and 
Obstetrics. 

The first would have two examiners, one selected 
for his special knowledge of the principles and 
practice of medicine and surgery; the other for 
special knowledge of morbid changes and actions. 

The second would have two examiners—one a 
specialist on cattle and obstetrics; the other a 
specialist on the transmissible diseases. 

This arrangement would do away with a special 

table on Morbid Anatomy, and conjoin the examiner 
on that branch with the one on Medicine and Sur- 
gery. 
Obstetrics are chiefly applicable to the cow, and 
may well be looked after by the cattle-pathology 
examiner. The contagious aud parasitic diseases 
are mostly amongst oxen, sheep, and dogs, so that 
the whole table would specially fit men with ex- 
perience of cattle. By basing the examination on 
certain subjects instead of certain animals we should 
avoid the possible repetition of questions which are 
equally applicable to any vor all animals, such as 
wounds, fever, fractures, &c. 

Anatomy.—There can be no two opinions about 
this subject. Surgeons, whether veterinary or 
human, can never know too much anatomy, and our 
examiners should require a sound knowledge ot this 
indispensable subject, 

Physiology is as necessary as anatomy, and I 
believe is everywhere well taught. At this table 
Histology should be included. 

Chemistry is less important than those I have 
mentioned. Of course a man cannot know too 
much of it, but he may buy his knowledge too dear. 
Our graduates cannot master many sciences, and we 
had better have a little well learned than a greater 
quantity only half digested. A sufficiency of 
chemistry is what will enable a man to understand 
his physiology, pathology, and materia-medica. I 
often wonder how the amount is obtained in the 
time permitted by our first professional examina- 
tion. 

M..teria-medica and Therapeutics are certainly 
worthy of a separate table of examiners. A casual 
question on drugs at the pathology table is no test 
at all. We have not the excuse of the medical pro- 
fession—that the dispensing is done for them by 
pharmaceutists. We ought to be able to recognise , 
all our drugs, and be able to compound them 
rationally. As to Therapeutics, we are wofully 
behind. Unless we test men’s acquaintance with 
what little may be accepted as exact therapeutical 
knowledge we shall never emerge from the dismal 
gloom of simple faith and stupid ignorauce which 
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now guides the use and abuse of remedial agents, 

Botany and Hygiene.—The latter is an addition 
which I consider should be made to our test subjects. 
It is no addition to the teaching, being more or less 
taught at each school as incidental to some other 
matter. Hygiene, including as it does, the stabling, 
feeding, and shoeing of animals is quite indis- 
pensable, and must be made a systematic part of ou 
studies. Proof of some proficiency in it would pre- 
vent the recurrenee of the charge that men have 
obtained our diploma who were more conversant with 
the tissue changes of disease than with the habits 


and wants of healthy stock. 
Botany is a vast subject, and our graduates only | 
waste time if they attempt to master it as they 
must physiology. We cannot afford the time, nor 
is it necessary that |the practitioner should know. 
more than is directly applicable to medicinal and 
poisonous plants, and to the various roots, grasses, | 
and grains used as food. We do not require the minute | 
knowledge of varieties essential to a gardener, nor 
do we expect the grasp of structural botany which 
would be expedient if our men were training for | 
biological specialists. I quite allow that a first- 
class botanical education is invaluable to a man who 
intends to devote his life to scientific research ; and 
it is of great assistance to the physiologist and 


pathologist, but the capacity of the average man is 
limited. You may very easily educate a man be- 
yond his intelligence but the result is mental con- 
fusion. We want clear-headed men who understand 
what they know, and would prefer them to be 
narrow rather than shallow. 

These then, Gentlemen, are the subjects we re- 
quire a graduate to show proficiency in before ad- 
mitting him to the profession. Very little have I 
added to the existing requirements, but very con- 
siderably would I alter the arrangement by which 
we test them. Now how would my suggestions 
affect the schools? I cannot answer this question 
and must ask the teachers to assist me. All I know 
of the schools curriculum is derived from the few 
pages devoted to the schools in our Register. 
Perhaps I ought to have applied to the Principals 
of the schools for fuller information, but no harm 
can be done by my negligence. 

I have here a table showing what I believe to be 
the course followed at each school, and I have at- 
tempted in the last column to combine the best of 
the whole number. I have tried to arrange a model 
course, and I find it differs very little from what 
practically is done at each school. The difference 
is rather one of arrangement than extent or number 
of subjects. 


COMPARATIVE CURRICULUM AT THE FOUR VETERINARY SCHOOLS, 


With a suggested Re-arrangement. 
No. or 
Scnoor I. Scuoon II. Scuoor III. Scuoon IV. RE-ARKANGEMENT. CLASSES 
Hippo-pathology and | Veterinary Medicine | VeterinaryMedicine\ | VeterinaryMedicine) | Veterinary Medicine, 1 
Surgery. and Surgery and Surgery and Surgery, and Surgery, Morbid 
Anatomy, 
Cattle Pathology. Cattle Pathology, | Comparative Path-| | Cattle Pathology, Obstetrics. Contagi-| 2 
Morbid Anatomy. ology and Materia Helminthology & ous and Parasitic 
Medica. Obstetrics. Diseases. 
Anatomy. Anatomy, Materia | Anatomy and Anatomy, Anatomy. 3 
Medica & Therapeutics| Pathological Histology} Morbid Anatomy | 
Physiolgy. Physiology Physiology Physiology,Histology) Physiology | 4 
and Histology. and Histology. ’ and Histology 
Chemistry. Chemistry. Chemistry. Chemistry ; Chemistry. 5 
and Botany 
Therapeutics. Materia Medicaand | Materia Medica and 6 
Therapeutics Therapeutics 
Biology. Botany and Botany. Botany and Hygiene) 7 
Helminthology. | 
nque Clinique. Clinique. Clinique. Clinique. Se 
Demonstrations in |) Demonstration Demonstration Demonstration Demonstrations in 8 ir 
» Histology Histology = 
» Pharmacy Pharmacy | ‘2 
» Morbid Anatomy », Morbid 52 
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How may a Candidate’ s*knowledge be best tested ?— 


To merely reply—‘ submit him to an examination 
by experts” is to only half answer the question. 

e do that now. We might do it better. The 
whole subject of examination is neglected. We 
leave the matter to our Council, not only with a blind 
faith, but I fear, with a feeling of indifference, or 
at best with a notion that it is too complex and 
technical for us to safely interfere with. We 
shirk our responsibilities and call our behaviour 
modesty. I propose very briefly, to examine the 
whole question, and shall sketch an outline of what 
I consider should be the answer. 

Candidates for the diploma are 1.0w submitted to 
an oral, and what is called a practical examination. 

The Oral is conducted for twenty minutes by 
two examiners at each table, and I think the ar- 
rangement is quite satisfactory. 

The Practical as now conducted, I have no ob- 
jection to. The term practical is grateful to most 
men, but it often implies more than it really means. 
When it was first instituted our practitioners 
fancied it was a great advance. Comparatively it 
was so, but absolutely it was only bringing the ex- 
amination on the Practice of Medicine and Surgery 
up to the same completeness as other tables. At 
every table specimens are, or should be, available to 
ask questious on. The practical is only an oral 
with the specimens before us. An oral examina- 
tion on any subject, without specimens, may be 
passed by a man with a good memory and no know- 
ledge outside of bovks. With them, he must 
identify objects, and show his ability to apply what 
he has learned. The horses, cattle, dogs, and other 
animals, with the various instruments and apparatus 
forthcoming at the practical examination are only 
specimens suitable for the subject being tested. At 
no table is an oral examination complete without 
specimens for identification. 

A Written examination is the surest and safest way 
of thoroughly testing a man’s knowledge. It gives 
him time to collect his thoughts,and opportunity for ac- 
curate expression of what heknows. No parrot-taught 
man makes a mark at a written, whilst the slow or 
nervous man is not flurried. <A written examina- 
tion might be limited to half-an-hour for each sub- 
ject, and if the students commenced their papers 
two hours before the examiners commenced the 
oral, no difficulty would be found in getting through 
the work. I{am convinced that the average student 
who works fairly will never have justice done him 
until a written examination is adopted, and I believe 
that such a test would do more to ensure really 
sound education, in contra-distinction to “cram- 
ming,” than anything we could adopt. If I am 
right, would not the end justify the means? I ask 
this because there are difficulties of detail which 
may be suggested with great plausibility. <A 
written examination would require more time, it 
would cause more trouble, and possibly more ex- 
pense. If, however, it be expedient, we must not 
let these obstacles prevent us from doing right. 

So far, 1 have arrived at the decision that our 
test should consist of an oral, a written, and a prac- 


tical examination by experts, and that some seven 
different subjects require to be tested. Now, clearly 
all this could not be conveniently conducted at 
one long sitting, and a division of the test into two 
or more stages seems advisable. Our Council has 
seen fit to divide it into three stages, which are 
respectively carried out at the end of the first, 
second, and third years of the student’s life at Col- 
lege. Whether they adopted this course to facili- 
tate the candidate’s admission into the profession a 
step at a time; or because they thought an examina- 
tion at the end of each year’s tuition might give an 
impulse to the student’s desire for work, I know not. 
One result of the arrangement is very evident—it 
compels the schools to teach in the exact order of 
the examinations, and practically limits them during 
each session to the subjects required at the next 
test. A division of the examination into two stages 
seems to me convenient, but I fail to understand why 
it should be further sub-divided and, for reasons I 
shall state presently, I am convinced the three 
stages now adopted are altogether wrong. 

It is not so long ago that only two sessions at 
College were requisite to fenable a man to present 
himself before the examiners. When it was de- 
termined to widen and strengthen the examinations 
a necessary corollary was an extended school cur- 
riculum. The change was made, and ever since 
confusion and dissatisfaction have become apparent. 
All the grumbling we have heard is not without 
reason. ‘ Where there is smoke there is fire,” and 
no doubt students,{teachers, examiners, and the pro- 
fession have not grumbled without cause. My 
idea is that we have in our recent changes only 
touched the fringe uf the question, and that we have 
missed the mark because we have not so much faced 
the subject with a desire for radical improvement, 
as with a willingness to offer fair play and a 
desire for quiet. Each section has thought some 
other was to blame, whereas the whole arrangement 
is wrong. and the inter-action of ill-adapted parts 
upon each other has caused friction, and interfered 
with the smooth running of the whole machine. 
For the wrong arrangement the Council is to blame, 
but the schools cannot assume the position of mar- 
tyrs. They were well represented on the Council 
but they failed to see the effects of the new or- 
ganisation, and allowed rules and regulations to be 
formed to their own detriment. The only section I 
feel any sympathy for is the student, who, between 
teaching and examining,has certainly been the victim. 

The periods at which examinations are held is 
another point which should be considered in its 
bearing upon the schools and the pupils. If the 
Body Corporate allow examinations to take place in 
the middle of a session, then the students will enter 
College at that date. The classes at College extend 
from the beginning to the end of a term. Men who 
enter in the middle hear only the latter half of the 
course, and thus missing all the earlier teaching are 
never able to follow the lectures or overtake the 
lecturer. It may be possible for a really clever 
student to overcome this difficulty, but the average 
man is simply in a fog the whole of his first term, 
and fails to obtain a connected idea of his subject 
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—even if he does not become disgusted, and per- 
manently join the ranks of the idlers. 

A few words concerning our examiners are re- 
quisite to complete any comprehensive view of our 
examinations. The selection of an examiner is one 
of the most difficult tasks our Council has imposed 
upon it. If it were sufficient merely to find a man 
who thoroughly understood his subject, and rightly 
appreciated the amount and direction of knowledge 
a candidate should possess with a view to prac- 
tising veterinary medicine and surgery, the task 
would not be easy. But more than this is wanted 
to make a good examiner. There are many men 
who know ; but not many who have the power to 
determine what others know. The gift of impart- 
ing knowledge (teaching) closely resembles the 
gift of extracting or testing knowledge (examining) 
and both are not necessarily associated with the 
possession of knowledge. 

The appointment of examiner is now made for 
five years. I think three years should be the out- 
side time for which we should entrust men with 
such responsible duties. If they have shown them- 
selves suitable for the office their re-election is 
simple, but as we have frequently to appoint un- 
tried men, we should, by a short term of service, 
guard against anyone holding the position for the 
longer period after evidence of unsuitability. 

Two examiners at each table is decidedly right. 
lt is not only a guarantee of fair ‘play, but it pro- 
vides variety of minds—hence variety of questions 
and greater opportunity for thoroughly testing the 
knowledge of the candidate. To say that an ex- 
aminer is only human is to confess that he is not 
altogether free from fads and prejudices. Every 
one knows how we all possess some disproportionate 
estimate of the value of certain questions. Students 
soon detect these weaknesses, and in a year or two 
intending graduates have collected a long list of 
what questions and what answers certain examiners 
hold sacred. These are specially learned by every 
candidate, and it is said, have a very favourable 
effect upon the examiner when they are told off 
with an innocent fluency. The presence of two 
minds at each table discounts the effect of these 
little peculiarities. The reduction of the five years 
appointment to three, would also help to qualify the 
stereotyped questions. 

_ Perhaps examiners will pardon me for adding 
just two remarks as to the way they perform their 
duties. We have no fixed standard as to the ex- 
tent of knowledge a candidate should possess. ‘There 
is a wide margin for each examiner to fix as the 
minimum and maximum value of a question and 
answer. The sound guide seems to me to be—to 
keep within limits defined by the utility of the 
knowledge implied by a correct answer. ‘The can- 
didate is to show fitness for the position of ve- 
terinary practitioner and therefore, on some sub- 
jects, may well be excused the thoroughness which 
would be looked for in a specialist. I hold that it 
18 more the duty of an examiner to find out what a 
man knows than what he does not know. He 
should therefore multiply questions, and not cross- 


' examine on one subject. 


Are our methods of examination fair to the schools 
and the student ? ; 


From what I have said in discussing the methods 
most likely to admit only really good men to the 
profession, you will have anticipated that I think 
our methods are not fair. 

The strdent would probably not acknowledge the 
addition of a written examination as a benefit. Men 
often fail to recognise their own good, and we, who 
have experience not only of studentship but of the 
after-life of practitioner, must form our own opinion, 
and conscientionsly act for the good of the can- 
didate. From our point of view a written ex- 
amination would undoubtedly afford additional 
security against the admission of men whose know- 
ledge was only superficial and too probably transient. 
Our further experience enables us to say that even 
for the welfare of the student a written examina- 
tion is advantageous—if not presently. certainly in 
a not remote future. A written examination would 
also do justice to the honest teacher by indicating 
very distinctly which men were taught and which 
were only crammed, 

The greatest mischief done by the existing ar- 
rangements is traceable to the First, or A examina- 
tion. $It tests a man’s knowledge of Botany, 
Chemistry, and Anatomy at {the end of his first 
session. Naturally students confine their attention 
merely to these subjects, and teachers limit their 
instructious to the requirements of the examiners, 
Let us consider the effects in detail. 

Botany.—All knowledge of this subject must be 
acquired from books and dried specimens. Until 
summer has come and gone it is impossible for a 
man to obtain a rational comprehension of the 
plants and trees, the flowers and shrubs, which 
during the winter are wholly or partially invisible. 
Neither student nor teacher can be fairly treated 
by an examination which limits study to a period 
absolutely incapable of affording a natural view of 
the objects studied. 

Chemistry.—In the dark days of professional ig- 
norance—in the days when I was a student—we 
had two sessions in which to study this wide and 
difficult science. Now, in the days of our illumina- 
tion we ask men to master it in seven months! ! 
Is this due to the greater intelligence of the candi- 
didate, or to the greater density of the Council ? 
Surely this arrangement must be ,injurious to both 
schools and students. It cannot be seriously 
argued that even a useful smattering of Chemistry 
can be obtained in seven months, even if every 
day of the week produced a lecture or a demon- 
stration. I think the study of Chemistry should 
be extended over two sessions, so that sufficient 
time might be given men not only to swallow but 
to digest and assimilate the mass of facts and prin- 
ciples laid before them. During the first session 
the theory, during the second the practical work in 
the laboratory, would occupy their attention. 

Anatomy.—The rules and regulations printed in 
our official Register do not use the word Anatomy 
to express the third subject required at our A ex- 
amination. They say, “ Elementary Anatomy.” 
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Would any educated man imagine that under such 
a term.reference is only made to the Bones and 
Ligaments? Does not the term suggest the mixed 
ideas entertained -by our Council? Who, with any 
real estimation of the value of language or science 
could have mis-represented the subject by the choice 
of such a title? The correct expression would be 
Partial or Limited Anatomy. What other science 
was ever so arbitrarily divided. Fancy Klementary 
Physiology being defined as limited to the Cir- 
culation, or Chemistry being examined on as far as 
Hydrogen and Oxygen! If this Anatomical ex- 
amination had no greater evi! than an exhibition 
of ignorance on the part of its inventors I should 
treat it as a trivial mistake, but it has a far wider 
evil—it limits the teaching for a whole session to 
this one division. The schools must pass their 
men; to do so, they teach up to the examinations, 
and so first-year students are anatomically starved 
on bones and ligaments. I do not hesitate to say 
that neither the bones nor the articulations can be 
properly understood without dissection of the mus- 
cles pari passu with the study of the other struc- 
tures. How can a man remember the relative 
position of bones until he has seen them in siti, or 
appreciate the rationale of prominences and grooves 
till he has seen the structures attached to, or 
passing over them? How can he learn the me- 
chanism of the articulations—say of the shoulder 
for instance—when not ligaments, but the tendons 
of muscles play the chief part in fixing and con- 
trolling the joint? We should do all we can to 
brighten and assist the studies of youth. Goodness 
knows bones are dry enough reading and a sufficient 
tax on the memory even when made intelligible 
by the relationship of muscles. To debar a man 
from dissecting until he has thoroughly learned his 
bones and ligaments is nearly as bad as insisting 
that a man should not be allowed to go into the 
water until he can swim. I do not say dissection 
of muscles should be commenced by a student ab- 
solutely ignorant of the bones. 1 would let him 
learn their position, names, and general features 
as now. But allowing three months for this he 
should then continue their study assisted by dis- 
section of ligaments and muscles. ‘I'wo useful pur- 
poses would thus be served—he would obtain a 
more thorough knowledge of the whole locomotor 


apparatus, and the diversity of occupation would 
make his work less irksome. So long as our A ex- 
amination remains as it is, so long will schools cut 
their teaching to fit it, and just as long will Anatomy 
remain a subject ill-taught and ill-learned. 

I have attempted to show that every subject of 
the A examination presents a difficulty in being 
forced into one session, and could be better taught 
if the schools were given more time. I see only 
one logical conclusion, viz., to do away with this 
test altogether and only to examine students after 
they have had two sessions at College. By so doing 
we should leave the schools quite untrammelled in 
their arrangements and methods of teaching, we 
should allow the student time to thoroughly master 
his subjects, and we should expect an improvement 
in the quality of candidates for the diploma. 

Our Second or B examination also affects the 
teaching by its division and arrangement of subjects. 
It tests the knowledge of Anatomy and Physiology. 
Until the second session at College is entered upon 
no physiology is taught, and consequently in that 
seven months course a man has to be crammed with 
one of the most important and most extensive of 
the sciences. No branch studied by veterinary 
students is more important than physiology. With 
a fair knowledge of it there is hope for any man; 
without it none can progress or even maintain his 
place in the general advance of our profession. By 
forcing physiology into a single session we injure 
the teaching and supply an obstacle to learning. 
We render “cramming” a necessity, whereas our 
true object should be to induce the schools to 
supply instruction to their pupils as a good horse- 
man does provender to his horse—regularly, pro- 
portionately, not too much and not too little—so 
that it may be properly assimilated without fear of 
plethora or ancemia, let alone the risk of choking or 
impaction. 

Instead of three examinations I should only have 
two, and the first at the end of the second session, 
To the subjects now included in the A and B ex- 
aminations I should add Hygiene. This alteration 
would add nothing to the teaching, would require 
no additional examiners, and would really simplify 
the work of the Council whilst giving the schools a 
freer hand. 


EXAMINATIONS. 


ExistinG ARRANGEMENT. 
20 Examiners. 


Ist Examination (end of Ist term) 


Elementary Anatomy oe 2 
Chemistry... 2 
2nd Examination (end of 2nd term 
Physiology... soe 2 
3rd Examination (end of 3rd term) 
Morbid Avatomy and Pathology ... 2 
Diseases of the horse ne ee 2 
Diseases of other animals _ ... 2 
Practical— 
In regard to horses... 2 
In regard to other animals... 2 


Proposep -ALTERATION. 
18 Examiners. Perhaps additional for written. 


1st Examination (end of 2nd term) 
Anatomy one 
Chemistry 
Physiology... 
Botany and Hygiene... 


bo bo bo bo 


2nd Examination (end of 3rd term) 

Medicine, Surgery and Pathology ... 
Contagious and Parasitic Disease— 

Obstetrics 
Materia Medica, and Therapeutics ... 
Practical— 

In regard to horses 

In regard to animals 
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i Our third or final examination presents little to 
take exception to, but I hold most strongly that 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics should be properly 
tested, and that they cannot be so unless given a 
separate table of examiners. The effect upon the 
teaching of not giving a subject prominency on the 
examination list is well shown by this class. 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics are, at nearly every 
School, delegated ‘to a demonstrator, or tacked on to 
some larger class. Now surely the agents with 
which we attack disease are well worth some special 
teaching. Until they receive it we shall remain at the 
scientific level of calling some drugs Alteratives and 
some Antacids. 

The Practical test which now forms part of our 
final examination is necessary and right, but I do 
not see why it should be conducted by separate men. 
I think it would be as well done by the examiners 
who conduct the Oral, and the candidate would then 
have the advantage of being tested all through by 
the same men. Now that he has to satisfy two 
groups of examiners—one in the room and the other 
in the yard or stable—his chances of failure are in- 
creased. Both examinations are on the principles 
and practice of medicine and surgery, one is the 
complement of the other, and it seems a very arbi- 
trary division which requires two sets of examiners 
to complete it. 

One more question I must notice, viz., our Matri- 
culation Examinations. The questions set to students, 
on entering College, to test their general education 
seem to be just about such as would indicate whether 
aman possessed sufficient knowledge and intelligence 
to understand and learn the science necessary to 
make a veterinary surgeon. From what I have 
seen of successful candidates, I am certain a very low 
standard of proficiency isaccepted by the examiners. 
I should fancy that about 25 per cent. of marks 
must pass aman. If I am right this is unfair to the 
profession and to the student. It enables men to 
commence a course of study which they can never 
master; in other words, to enter College and waste 
time and money without a chance of reaching the 
profession at which they aim. ‘The standard of pro- 
ficiency in general scholastic’ knowledge should be 
raised, The answers to such papers as are now 
given should attain a standard of at least 50 per cent. 
of excellence. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, let me say this is no 
academical essay, no abstract paper undertaken 
from feelings of curiosity, or instigated by critical 
perversity. I have simply done my best to lay be- 
fore you conclusions I have arrived at after some con- 
sideration, I have stated the facts and arguments 
which led meto them. I have suggested the alter- 
ations I deem requisite, and it is for you to determine 
whether or not any further action is expedient. Our 
exalninations guard the portals of the profession, and 
candidates are admitted or rejected as they approxi- 
mate the standard we set up. Our examinations 
control the curriculum of the school, and to some 
degree the order and extent of tuition. They play a 
great part then in forming the minds and qualifying 
the knowledge of our successors. We must feel and 
acknowledge our individual responsibilities, and if 


evils exist we must not allow either indifference or 
fear or favour to stand in the way of right being 
done. 


Royal College of Weterinaryp 
Surgeons, 


A quarterly meeting of the Council was held at 
10, Red Lion Square, London, on Wednesday the 
3rd instant: Professor Pritchard, president, in the 
chair. 

The following members of Council were present : 
—Mr. E. C. Dray, Mr. F. W. Wragg, Mr. Thomas 
Briggs, Mr. James F. Simpson, Mr. W. F. Mulvey, 
Mr. b. Cartledge, Mr. Thomas Greaves, Mr. Peter 
Taylor, Mr. W. Woods, Mr. J.8. Carter, Mr. William 
Wilson, Dr. Fleming, Sir Henry Simpson, General 
Sir Frederick Fitzwygram, Prof. J. Wortley Axe, 
Prof. Brown, Mr. J. Roalfe Cox, and Mr. Thatcher 
(solicitor). 

The Srcrerary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr, Dray, seconded by Mr. 
Perer 'Taytor, the minutes of the previous meeting 
were taken as read, and confirmed. 

The Secrerary stated that he had received letters 
from Messrs. Barford, Simcocks, Perrins, Mc Call, 
Walley, Campbell, and Whittle, regretting their 
inability to attend the meeting. 

The Secrerary: Letters have been received from 
Mr. Donald, the president of the Border Counties 
Veterinary Medical Society, and from Mr, Campbell, 
asking the Council to receive an oil-painting of Mr. 
Joseph Carlisle, M.R.C.V.S., executed with a view 
of presenting it to the Council to be suspended in 
its chamber. 

Mr. CarriepGe: Iam of opinion that this matter 
ought to be considered in private, and I will move 
as an amendment that it be referred to the General 
Purposes Committee. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson seconded the amendment, which 
was agreed to. 

The Secretary: Two publicatious have been re- 
ceived from Dr. Fleming, one on “ African Horse 
Sickness,” and the other on “ Roaring.” 

Mr. Dray proposed a vote of thanks to Dr. 
Fleming for his presentations, 

Mr. Taytor seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

The Secretary read the report from the Com- 
mittee appointed to arrange the Annual Report. 

Mr. Dray: I beg to move that the Report as 
amended be confirmed. 

Mr. Taytor seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson: I presume that any matter of 
importance that will occur to day will be included 
in the Report ? 

The Prestpent: Yes, certainly. 

The Secretary read the Report from the Finance 
Committee. 
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Mr. Dray: I beg to move that the Report of the 
Finance Committee be received and approved of 
by the Council, and that cheques be drawn to meet 
liabilities. 

Mr. Wrage seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Witson, seconded by Mr. 
Dray, the report was adopted. 

The Secretary read the Report from the Regis- 
tration Committee. 

Mr. Prrer Taytor: I will propose that the re- 
commendation of the Committee be accepted, and 
that the person mentioned in the Report be sus- 
pended for a time. 

Mr. Tuarcner (the Solicitor) : Unfortunately we 
cannot deal with the matter under our Act. We 
must have twenty members present, and at present 
we have only sixteen. 

Mr. Perer Taytor: Then the matter must be 
postponed until the next meeting. 

Mr. Tnarcuer: That is all that can be done. 

Dr. Fiemine: Will this matter come before the 
Council again ? 

The Prestpent: The gentleman has come here to 
hear our decision. 

Sir H. Simpson : Was he summoned here ? 

Mr. Greaves : Would he be entitled to be heard 
before this Council ? 

Mr. J. F. Simpson: He was heard before the 
Committee. 

Mr. Wixson: I beg to propose that the Report be 
adopted. 

Mr, Perer Tayror seconded the motion which 
was put and carried. 

The Secretary: The report from the Bye-laws 
Committee is as follows :—‘‘ Mr. Wragg’s proposed 
amendments to the Bye-laws were submitted to the 
Committee. With regard to the proposed alteration 
to Bye-law 3 it was thought advisable to allow the 


‘ bye-laws to remain unaltered with the following 


exception : Omitting the words “their proposers,” 
on the dth line of the Bye-law, and instead thereof 
inserting the words ‘One proposer only for each 
candidate”; and it was then moved by Sir J. 
Fitzwygram, and adopted unanimously, that in the 
event of such alteration being approved by the 
Council the following should be an instruction to 
the Secretary: ‘That in case of more than one 
nominator to a nomination paper, a candidate may 
select the name of the proposer he wishes to appear 
on the voting paper. He also suggested and it was 
also carried: That in a case of Vice-presidents the 
names should appear in italics. The proposed 
amendment to Bye-laws 4 and 5 were not adopted. 
Mr. Wragg withdrew the proposed new Bye-law.” 

On the motion of Mr. Carrer, seconded by Mr. 
Greaves, the report was received. 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson: I should like to point out 
that itis in my recollection, and it will probably be 
within your recollection, sir, that after the close of 
the Bye-laws’ Committee Meeting I applied to you 
for permission to see the minutes of the meeting. 
You very kindly gave me that permission, and 
furthermore you wrote an instruction to the Secre- 
tary informing him of the permission you had 


granted. I looked at the Committee-book. but I 
failed to discover any minutes. I myself, however, 
have my own recollection of what took place. 
During the past fortnight I happened to be at the 
College, and I was reminded by the Secretary of the 
permission which had been granted to me by the 
President to look at the minutes, On looking at 
them, however, I found the report which has been 
presented to you to-day. As a member of the Bye- 
laws’ Committee, to put it mildly, I can only say that 
what is reported there is not what I recollect. We 
will take the suggestion that is made by the Secre- 
tary as to what is correct. I perfectly well remem- 
ber General Sir Frederick Fitzwygram (I am glad 
to see him here for he can set me right if I make a 
misstatement unintentionally) writing a proposal on 
a slip of paper, which the Secretary was good 
enough to give to me, and his suggestion was sub- 
mitted to the Bye-laws Committee. What I contend 
is this: Although it was put to the meeting it was 
lost. Sir Frederick Fitazwygram in leaving the 
room (I think he had to go away to attend to his 
Parliamentary duties) distinctly said “I must 
leave, but I must say before leaving I am opposed to 
alterations of the bye-laws unless they are absolutely 
necessary.” My recollection of what took place is 
this, that that was put to the meeting and not 
carried. Further, in the report it is stated that Sir 
Frederick Fitzwygram proposed that the names of 
the Vice-Presidents should appear in italics. Now, 
Sir Frederick was not in the room when that pro- 
posal was made. Further, there was a proposition of 
Mr. Wragg’s in the proposed alteration of the bye- 
laws that the names of the Vice-Presidents should be 
left out altogether. Iso disapproved of that that I 
spoke warmly on the matter, because I thought the 
Vice- Presidents were in every respect members of the 
Council, and it was after consultation with Mr. Bar- 
ford that I proposed that the names of the Vice- 
Presidents should appear in italics, not on the voting- 
paper but on the notice convening the annual 
meeting. There seemed to be a desire on the part 
of members of the Committee that some distinction 
should be drawn between the Vice-Presidents and 
what one may call the ordinary members of Council. 
I am bound to say that I did not share in that 
opinion very much myself, but in order to facilitate 
business I proposed that the names of the Vice- 
Presidents should be added in the way I indicated. 
The sum and substance of my remarks is that 
those suggested alterations were put before the 
Committee at your request, and not one of those 
propositions was accepted by the Bye-laws Com- 
mittee. There was a feeling on the part of the 
majority present, as the bye-laws had been in 
operation only a comparatively short time, that it 
was unadvisable to alter one of them in any way. 
give you my recollection of what took place. We 
had no reliable minutes to guide us. When the 
Secretary reminded me of the permission I had 
from the President, and showed me what he had 
written out, I at once took exception toit. I said, 
“They are utterly wrong from beginning to end.” 
There were other members of the Committee present — 
at that meeting, and probably they will give me~ 
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their views. Ican only say that the report pre- 
sented to us now astonishes me. 

Mr. Peter Taytor.—Do you move as an amend- 
ment that the report be sent back to the Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. J. F. Stupson.—I do not go so far as that. 

Mr. Taytor.—If the report is inaccurate it ought 
to be sent back to the Committee. 

Mr. Greaves.—My recollection of what took 
place at the Committee meeting is, that as the bye- 
laws had been so recently gone through it was al- 
together undesirable and unnecessary to alter them. 

Gen. Sir Freperick Frrzwycram.—In reply to 
Mr. Simpson my recollection is that the alteration 
in regard to the nominations was carried. I was 
opposed to it, and I tried to somewhat emasculate 
the proposal by the suggestion that where there 
was more than one nominator, the person nominated 
should select his own nominee. Further than that, 
on leaving I made the remark (partly because I 
disapproved of the alteration, and partly because I 
disapprove of alterations in bye-laws which ought 
to acquire a considerable amount of permanency) that 
I left because I was obliged to go, and that my 
view was that alterations unless absolutely required 
were undesirable. 

The PresipENt.—My memory of the matter fully 
bears out which has just fallen from Sir Frederick 
Fitzwygram, that one point was carried. 

Mr. Wrace.—lI recollect very well what hap- 
pened. My recollection is, that the alteration in 
the bye-law was agreed to. 

Mr. Mutvry.—I also have a distinct recollection 
of what took place, and I think that it was not 
carried. I went away with that impression and I 
thought that the Committee expressed the opinion 
that no alteration was desirable. 

Sir H. Smmpson.—I am not upon the bye-laws’ 
Committee, and therefore I had no opportunity of 
knowing what took place at the time Sir Frederick 
Fitzwygram speaks of. The strange measures pro- 
posed the last time which were referred to the bye- 
laws Committee, appear to have dwindled down to 
this, that when a gentleman is nominated by more 
than one member of the profession only one name 
shall appear, and that the gentleman is to be ap- 
plied to to say which name shall appear. That 
seems to be really fighting the air. ‘The tendency 
of the present day is to allow everybody to do much 
as they like in the matter of elections. What is 
there to prevent a man from being nominated by 
half-a-dozen people? I really do not think that it 
isa matter worth fighting about. I tell you most 
candidly that you could do it if you wanted to, be- 
cause bye-law 2 says, that any member of the pro- 
fession may send in a name, and another bye-law 
says, that that name shall appear on the nomina- 
tion paper. If any member sent in a nomination 
why should he have his nomination turned up when 


it comes in here? If you do that you will tend to| 


leave everything pretty much to chance, A man 
will say, “I should nominate Mr. So-and-so, but I 
daresay someone else will do it,” and in the end the 
man may not be nominated at all. If the Secretary 
were to write to a person and ask who should nom- 


inate him, I think that is placing the man who is 
the nominee in a very invidious position, It may, 
too, be impossible to know what his wishes are on 
the subject. If a veterinary surgeon who is, say 
in the Indian army, is coming home, and two 
friends in England think he is a desirable man to 
be on the Council, he cannot be communicated with. 
You cannot let him know that he has been nomina- 
ted. I think you open the door at once to indirect 
wire pulling. I think in every way the whole 
matter is an undesirable one. If it is carried, it 
carries something which cannot legally be put into 
force. I maintain that any-member has a right 
send in a nomination, and that the nomination 
should appear on the voting paper. I think that 
the best plan would be to meet this proposal with a 
negative, and to move that the report of the bye- 
laws committee {be not adopted. There is very 
little in it, and members of the Committee must 
feel that it is not worth contending for. The re- 
port is before us and of course we are bound to re- 
ceive it, but we are not bound to adopt it. Ido 
not think that we need refer it back to the bye-laws 
Committee. 

The Presmentr.—I should rule that that is the 
only way of dealing with the matter. 

Sir H. Simpson.—In that case I move as an amend- 
ment that the report be referred back to the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr, Perer Taytor.—I will second that. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson.—I do not object to the whole 
of the report, I only object to certain portions of it, 
and I do not ask that it should be referred back to 
the Committee. 

Mr, Perer Taytor.—I think we ought to have a 
proper report. It appears to be the opinion of a 
certain section that this is an untruthful report. 
That being so, I think it ought to be sent back and 
brought forward again. 

Mr. J. F. Stupson.—-I should like {to move as an 
amendment on the last amendment that that portion 
of the report ofthe Bye-laws Committee which re- 
fers to the arrangement of the Vice-presidents’ 
names be the only portion adopted by this Council. 

Mr. Perer could not accept that. I 
accept that amendment made by Sir H. Simpson, 
that the report be sent back wholly to the Com- 
mittee to be re-arranged. 

Dr. Fiemrne.—I should like to ask if we could 
adopt a fragment of a report. It must be either 
wholly adopted or referred back to the Committee. 

The amendment that the report be referred back 
to the Committee was then put to the meeting and 
carried. 

Mr. Mutvey.—I beg to propose that Sir H. 
Simpson be added to the Bye-laws Committee. 

The Presment.—I think that that is rather out 
of order. The Committee have already dealt with 
the report. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson.—What is the objection to 
adding to the Committee? Is it the fear of getting 
a majority. 

Mr. Carritepcr.—I think it. would look like a 
reproach upor. the existing Committee if any new 
member were elected upon it. 
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Dr. Fremine.—I do not think it would be ad- 
visable to alter the composition of the Committee. 
It would look as if you had no faith in them. 

The Prestmpent.—When the resolution comes 
forward at the proper time I will deal with it as it 
deserves. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson.—The resolution upon the 
paper of which I have given notice «is : ‘That the 
Secretary be instructed to place the names of con- 
didates for, election to the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in alphabetical order 
upon the voting papers. This instruction shall 
apply to the forthcoming and all succeeding elec- 
tions.” 

Mr. Wraca.—l rise to ask whether this is not a 
matter which is referred back to the Bye-laws 
Committee in the other business ? 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson.—With regard to the Bye- 


laws Committee, I say that they unanimously de- | = 


cided upon that question. At the Bye-laws Com- 
mittee 1 gave Mr. Wragg the opportunity of not 
interfering with the bye-law, because an instruction. 
to the Secretary from the Council would answer 
every purpose, and it is for that reason that I ask 
you to approve of the proposition which I now 
submit to you. You are aware that for many years 
past the arrangement of the names upon the voting 
paper has been a matter of chance. Sometimes it 
has been a matter of chance and sometimes a mat- 
ter of something else—at any rate it has been a 
sort of “run as you please.” I do recollect that 
last year some attempt was made at adopting some 
sort of system. That system although it was not 
approved by all of us, was that the names of the 
candidates should appear upon the voting paper in 
the order in which they were elected: Vice-presi- 
dents first, and then the names of the members of 
the Council in the order in which they appeared 
at the previous Council, and then those members 
who were not enjoying either of those distinctions. 
I maintain that it is altogether unnecessary to get a 
bye-law in order to carry out your wishes in this 
matter. All you have to do is to give to your 
Secretary some instruction. It appears to me that 
you cannot adopt a better system than that of 
putting the names in alphabetical order. It was a 
suggestion that was made at a special meeting last 
May. I always have agreed in that suggestion and 
I will ask you to support this proposition which I 
now submit to you. 

Mr. Perer Taytor.— What do the Bye-laws state ? 

Sir H. Stmpson.—The Bye-law is silent on that 
point. 

Professor J. W. Axe.— What is the object of this 
bye-law ? 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson.—It is not a bye-law, it is an 
instrruction. 

Professor J. W. Axxe.—What is the object of 
this instruction to the Secretary. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson.—It is for the guidance of the 
present and future Presidents, and to avoid the 
possibility of any President of this College being 
blamed unnecessarily for arranging the names in 
the order in which he in his discretion might 
place them. 


Mr.j{Prrer Taytor.—-Will you inform me whether 
there in any heart-burning on this question. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson.—Yes, there is a great deal. 
There appeared to be an impression in the minds 
of many people and upon the minds of some of those 
present to-day that the great thing was to be No. 1 
on the list. They seemed to think that if their 
name was No.1 on the list victory was sure to 
attend. Our friend Mr. Wragg’s name was fourth 
on the list, but when the voting paper was issued 
it was first. 

Mr. Wrace.—lf that is a fact it is not fin my 
knowledge and it was without my sanction. 

Mr, Greaves.—It would be quite agreeable to 
me if the names were entered, either in the order 
in which they were received by the Secretary, or 
in alphabetical order as Mr. Simpson desires. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


WESTERN COUNTIES’ VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The sixth annual general meeting of the above 
Association was held at the house of the President, 
Mr. J. P. Heath, of Southernhay. There were 
present : Messrs. C. E. Golledge (Sherborne), H. P. 
Chase (Tiverton), S. Burton (Torquay), W. Penhale 
(Holsworthy), W. H. Bloye (Plymouth), C. Parsons 
(Launceston), A. H. Oliver (Devonport), R. E. L. 
Penhale (Hatherleigh), A. J. Down (Sampford 
Peverell). J. J. Clarke (Exeter), T. E. Baker (Crew- 
kerne), J. N. Penhale (Bideford), and W. Penhale 
the hon. secretary (Barnstaple). 

A letter of resignation was read from the 
Treasurer, Mr. G. H. Elder, of Taunton, and Mr. 
Bloye, of Plymouth, was elected in his place. Two 
new members were elected, namely, Mr. Pethick, 
of Plymouth, and Mr, Marshall, of Paignton. 

The Secretary read the annual report, which 
stated that during ‘the year five new members had 
been elected and one lost through removal. The 
total number still on the roll book was 32, and 
three honorary associates. Two meetings had been 
held—one at Exeter, when a paper was read and 
discussed on swine fever; and the second at Ply- 
mouth, when a paper was read and discussed on the 
lamb mortality. Altogether the year’s work had 
been successful. 

On the motion of the Chairman the report was 
received and adopted. It was resolved that in- 
struments be purchased for the use of the members 
of the association.—A hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded the President (Mr. Heath) for his kind 
and courteous conduct during the year —Mr. 
Thomas, of Plymouth, was unanimously elected the 
president for the year ensuing; Messrs. Collins, 
Heath, Parsons, Burton, and Olver vice-presidents. 
Mr. W. Penhale was thanked for his services an 
re-elected hon. secretary. 

Mr. Buoys, of Plymouth, then read an exceedingly 
interesting paper on hereditary effects, dealing not 
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only with the physical but with the mental. He 
stated that a man’s handwriting and even his voice 
were greatly influenced by inheritance. As to 
diseases many were indisputably hereditary. This 
was especially so in the case of roaring in horses ; 
also spavin, splint, ringbone, and navicular disease, 
and there were several others which had a more or 
less hereditary tendency. He concluded by moving 
the following resolution :—‘ That in the opinion of 
the Society, every horse kept for stud purposes 


| 
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Profession. Iam distinctly opposed to the present 
system, by which a member of Council can assist by 
his own vote in electing himself an Examiner, in 
fixing his own remuneration for services in that 
capacity, and in deliberating on his own report of 
the examinations. That the opinions of Kxaminers 
and Professors are of value to the Council I readily 
admit, and I am prepared, if elected, to assist in 
drafting a new Charter, which will give to the 
Chairman of the Examiners, and the Principals of 


should be licensed, and that no licenses be granted , the Schools the power to sit as ex oficio members of 
for such an animal until he has been examined by a | Council, but without the power to vote. 


competent Board of Veterinary Surgeons, who shall 


With the revision of the Register of the Royal 


certify as to the animal’s soundness, and_ if College of Veterinary Surgeons as suggested at the 
hereditary disease exists this shall be mentioned on , Council Board I am entirely in accord, the need of 


the license ; that breeders may know the kind of 
animal they are using. Such licenses and examina- 
tion to be renewed annually.”—This was seconded 
and carried unanimously. 

The members thought that nothing but sound 
horses should be allowed to be used, but as at present 
sound horses were few, it was thought desirable not 
to ;press that yet. Ina few years, with careful 
breeding, there would be a better state of things. 
The Society was also of opinion that the Govern- 
ment should subsidise none but sound horses, and 
that the recent outery against veterinary examina- 
tion was mainly due to the disappointment felt by 
exhibitors having their horses cast, and so losing 
the premiums.—A hearty vote of thanks was given 
to the essayist for his valuable paper. 

It was resolved to hold the next half-yearly meet- 
ing at Exeter, in October. 

After the discussion the President entertained tae 
members to dinnerf/—The Western Times. 


ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Fellows and Members of the R.C.V.S. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I beg to offer myself as a Candidate for election 
asa Member of Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. The retirement of some of 
the old members, and the lamented death of Mr. 
Harpley, render it necessary this year that the vacan- 
cies should be filled by new and untried men. 

My opinions with regard to the various questions 
which have occupied the attention of the members 
of the Profession for the past few years are well 
known, for I have never hesitated to express 
them through the medium of the Professional 
Journals, and at various Veterinary Medical Societies 
throughout England and Scotland. 

_ If you do me the honor of sending me to the Coun- 
cil as a Practitioners’ Representative I pledge my- 
self to use my utmost endeavours to restore to the 
members of the Profession the rights and privileges 
of which they were deprived by 9th Clause of the 
Supplemental Charter of 1876. 

,_he time has arrived when members of the Coun- 
cil who are also examiners should decide in which 
‘capacity they can best serve the members of the 


such a revision has been felt for years past. 
Assuring you of my intention, if elected, to sup- 
port those measures only which are calculated to 
benefit the Practitioner and elevate the Profession, 
I am, yours faithfully, 
Market Place, Hungerford. 
April, 1889. 


Kipp. 


To the Fellows and Members of the R.C.V.S. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Until a few days ago I was unaware that I had 
been nominated as a candidate for Membership of 
the Council of the R.C.V.S. I neither sought, nor 
desired the nomination. 

Having carefully considered the matter, and 
having decided to stand, I venture a few comments 
on current questions, 

The Matriculation Examination is not what it 
should be. It should, I think, where a qualifying 
certificate is not produced, be conducted through 
one body of examiners, at such times and places as 
are suitable, by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. Every successful candidate should have 
his name entered in a Register,and he should there- 
after have the option of entering as a student, such 
of the affiliated teaching schools as he may think 
fit. 

Compulsory Pupilage does vot meet with my 
support. I would support a much more searching 
and prolonged practical examination ; and leave 
the candidate to his own resources and abilities for 
acquiring the necessary knowledge. 

I see no difficulty in finding good able men from 
amongst our own ranks as Examiners, and |I am in 
favour of such only being appointed. 


Unless there be some particular reason or ad- - 


vantage—not for personal aggrandizement—I think 
it would be a graceful act if some of ,those members 
of Council who are also examiners would resign the 
one position or the other. _ 

A few years ago I entertained the opinion that 
the Principals of the teaching schools, the Principal 
Veterinary Surgeon to the Army, and the Chief Ve- 
terinary Adviser to the Privy Council, should, 
along with the examiners, be ex-oficio Members of 
Council, with powers and privileges of speaking and 
voting upon all questions excepting those of paid 
appointments and finance. Now I have somewhat 
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modified that opinion, and ask myself why these 
gentlemen who have hitherto succeeded in being 
returned to the Council by the votes of the Elector- 
ate should be in any way disfranchised. And I 
ask myself why a professor, who is not the princi- 
pal of the school, should be debarred from a seat at 
the Council-table. 

In 1886, when President of the Lancashire Veterin- 
ary Medical Association in my inangural address I said: 
—-‘* The so-called ‘ Selfish’ (9th) clause of the 1876 
Charter has occupied considerable attention. Having 
often spoken so strongly, silence on my part now 
might easily be mistaken. I am in favour of the 
clause being cancelled, not that I think it in any 
way injurious or deterrent, but that it would be a 
pity and a mistake that such a small insignificant 
question should cause a split or arouse jealousy in a 
body corporate which is otherwise warmly united. 
At the same time I vigorously protest against the 
arguments of the agitators. The clause was not 
thrust clandestinely into the Charter of 1876. It 
was brought before many meetings of the Associ- 
ations, discussed in Council and approved at an 
Annual Meeting.” These are my opinions to day. 
This 9th Clause has on several past occasions done 
yeoman service in securing the return of members 
to Council who have, after election, left the Clause 
severely alone. So much for such championship ! 
During the two years I have been a Vice-President 
I have seen sufficient to show me that the work of 
the Council is being watchfully, ably. and con- 
scientiously done, and that all efforts are made to 
benefit the profession and to bring it in close touch 
with the public, and to the front. Should the 
electors honor me by sending me as Member of 
Council, I will on all occasions endeavour to repre- 
sent and carry out their wishes. I give no pledges 
as to single votes — Yours faithfully, 

The Wylde, Bury, Tuomas Bricas. 

April, 1889, 


To the Fellows and Members of the R.C.V.S. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Having been nominated as a Candidate for the 
approaching Election of Members of the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeon, I beg to 
solicit the honour of your vote and support, and 
will place before you my views of the various 
questions now so freely discussed by the Profession. 

As to the dual appointment of Councillor and Ex- 
aminer, it seems an anomaly, but I consider a 
‘remedy could be .effected by the Councillor, upon 
being elected to a paid office, vacating his seat; at 
the same time he should be eligible for re-election, 
thus enabling the Profession to vote direct on the 
subject. 

That we should still be liable to serve on juries 
is a great injustice to us, we ought to be equally 
exempt, with the medical profession; it is often a 
great hardship for the practitioner to leave his 
business for days together, causing him great an- 
noyance aud loss of money. 

The Council ought to see that the clauses of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act are strictly carried out, 


many men are still practising as veterinary sur- 
geons who are not registered, and others give them- 
selves titles they do not possess. 

Should I be elected, it will be my earnest en- 
deavour to support measures that will be beneficial 
to the members as a whole, by whomsoever in- 
troduced. Your obedient Servant, 

Peterborough. J. MackrInvEr. 


To the Fellows and Members of the R.C.V.S. 


The Midland Counties Veterinary Medical As- 
sociation having nominated me for election at the 
coming annual meeting, and having also received 
promise of support from the Lancashire and York- 
shire Societies, I offer myself as a candidate, feeling 
that the honour they wish to confer upon me is a 
guarantee that during the eight years I sat as Coun- 
cilman, and the subsequent term as Vice-president, 
the duties of my office were discharged with some 
satisfaction to my professional brethren. 

There are always questions before the Board that 
require the serious consideration of all thoughtful 
men, but at the present time there seems an unusual 
share agitating the minds of the general profession, 
which sooner or later must be boldly met by the 
Council. 

Dealing briefly with a few of these, I think— 

1st.—That the Matriculation Examination is 
now almost a farce. 

2nd.—That Examiners should in every possible 
case be elected from among the body of 
the profession. 

3rd.—That Examiners should not be Members 
of Council, in fact, I would oppose dual 
appointments. 

4th.—That Clause IX. in Supplemental Char- 
ter, presses heavily on the profession. I 
cannot, however, forget that a draft of 
such Charter was sent to all the profession, 
and that their silence gave the Council the 
right to infer that such was approved of. 
To abrogate such clause now would be 
costly and most difficult, and 1 doubt 
much if at the present time a new Charter 
could be obtained ; still, I was opposed to 
it, and if I could see my way to vote for 
its being expunged, I should do so. 

If I am elected, I should go to the Council Chamber 
as an independant man, pledged only to support 
such motions as I believe would be for the general 
interest of the profession. 

F, Braxeway, F.R.C.V.S. 
Chaddesly, Kidderminster. 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
quarter ended March 30th, 1889. 


Pleuro Pneumonia.— According to the weekly re- 
tunrs published in the London and Dublin Gazette. 
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116 fresh outbreaks of this disease have occurred in 
Great Britain during the quarter; 70 of these were 
in England and 46 in Scotland. The English 
counties in which the disease has been most pre- 
valent are Cumberland, Lancaster, and Norfolk, 
while in Scotland more than half the outbreaks have 
been in Edinburgh. The number of cattle attacked 
in Great Britain was 360, of which 217 were in 
England, and 143 in Scotland. The total healthy 
cattle slaughteréd in Great Britain because they 
had been exposed to infection was 1,719, of these 
1,136 were in England and 583 in Scotland. 

In Ireland 37 outbreaks were reported in the 
quarter, all but two of which were in the North and 
South Dublin Unions ; the two outside were one in 
Rathdown, in which the disease existed last year, 
the other was reported in the week ending March 
3Uth in King’s County, which has hitherto been con- 
sidered beyond the district in which the disease ex- 
isted. The number of cattle attacked in Ireland 
during the quarter was 69; and 451 healthy cattle 
in contact with the diseased were slaughtered. 

Anthraz.—In Great Britain 40 outbreaks of An- 
thrax were reported during the quarter, and 56 
animals were attacked by it: Only two of the out- 
breaks aud 16 of the animals attacked were in 
Scotland. Of the animals affected 36 died and 13 
recovered, the remainder were killed. In Ireland 
seven outbreaks of Anthrax occurred ; and 16 ani- 
mals were attacked by it. 

Swine- Fever.—There were 977 fresh outbreaks of 
this disease? in the quarter, nearly all of them in 
England, while 6,074 swine were attacked by it. 
Of the diseased swine 2,944 were killed, 2,7u7 died, 
473 recovered, while a number were left alive to 
spread the infection. In Ireland this disease has 
never been very prevalent: daring the first three 
months of the present year only 40 outbreaks were 
reported and 96 pigs were attacked. 

Glanders and Farcy.—In England 173 outbreaks 
of glanders were reported in the quarter; 305 horses 
were attacked: 147 of these outbreaks and 265 of 
the horses attacked were in London, leaving only 
26 outbreaks and 40 horses attacked in all other 
parts of England. In Scotland there was 1 out- 
break in Lanarkshire and 27 horses attacked. 

Of 144 outbreaks of farcy in England and 258 
horses attacked, 132 of the outbreaks and 246 of the 
horses attacked were in London. In Ireland 2 
outbreaks of glanders were reported and 3 horses 
attacked during the three months; 2 outbreaks of 
farcy in which 2 horses were attacked, were also 
reported. 

Rabies.—There were 45 cases of this disease re- 
ported in England during the quarter; 35 of these 
were in dogs, the other 10 cases were in sheep. In 
Jreland 65 cases of rabies were reported; 43 were 
in dogs, 11 in cattle, 3 iri sheep, 5 in swine, and 3 
in donkeys. 


EXTRACTS. 


HORSESHOES WITHOUT NAILS. 


An invention that is attracting some attention in 
the City and elsewhere is a nailless horseshoe, which 


can be applied to a horse’s foot by anyone who need 
not bean expert. A shoe of this kind has long been 
wanted, but hitherto it has been found impossible 
to overcome the mechanical difficulty of attaching 
the shoe firmly to the hoof without undue teusion or 
pressure on the foot. The new shoe has surmounted 
this difficulty, and as the result of a number 
of months’ trial on different horses it has 
been pronounced by authorities on farriery, and on 
the physical structure of the horse’s foot, to com- 
pletely answer the requirements of aself-adjusting 
shoe. 

The system of shoeing horses hitherto in vogue is 
attended with serious dangers to the animal, for 
the average blacksmith is not always over particular 
whether he drives a nail into the quick or not. 
When a nail is so driven the injury is most serious, 
so much so that it is estimated that 20 or 25 in every 
1,000 horses die from pricks of this kind. Shoeing, 
too, as now practised, is a tedious and expen- 
sive operation. It means the partial loss of 
the services alike of man and beast when the horse 
is at the smithy. Then, again, a horse must be shod 
by an expert farrier—a groom or driver is powerless; 
so that when a horse casts a shoe he is practically 
useless until he has been to the smithy. 

The nailless horseshoe is shaped like the ordinary 
shoe; but instead of being attached to the hoof by 
uails, it is held in position by a band of stecl, which 
passes in front of the hoof well below the coronet, 
and by three studs, two of which are set at opposite 
angles on each side of the toe, while the third is 
fixed immediately behind a pillar of steel, Which 
rises in front of the shoe, for the purpose of retain- 
ing the band in its place. To fix this shoe it is 
only necessary to raise the horse’s foot, place the 
shoe in position, pass the band round the front of 
the hoof, and slip the loop in the centre of the band 
inside the prong, which is attached to the front pillar 
for that purpose. The shoe thus fixed is prevented 
from shifting either backwards or forwards by the 
toe studs and the band already mentioned, and the 
front pillar and the band passed round it effectually 
prevent the shoe from dropping off. 

The number of horses in the United Kingdom, 
alone is estimated at between three and four millions, 
Assuming that a pair of ordinary shoes will wear 
about a month, it follows that each horse will re- 
quire 24 pairs of shoes every year of its working 
life,and multiplying this figure by the number of 
horses in the United Kingdom, we get 84,000,000 
pairs as the number of horseshoes annually required 
in this country alone.—-Financial News, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ROARING IN HORSES. 


Sir, 

The philological controversy which has lately appeared 
in your columns, for the purpose of attempting to prove the 
correctness, or otherwise, of the term ‘ Laryngismus 
Paralyticus ” as applied to ‘‘ roaring in horses,” has, I pree 
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sume, very nearly if not quite run its course, and I think 
the majority of your readers will gladly welcome the end of 
a discussion which has been more amusing than instructive. 

In asking the favour of a small space in The Veterinary 
Record I wish to disclaim allintention of attempting to pro- 
long a profitless argument, but, nevertheless, it appears to 
me that the word “ Paralyticus”’ not only can be correctly 
employed in conjunction with that of ‘‘ Laryngismus,” but 
that, when used together, the term is distinctly applicable 
and explicit. 

Your correspondent, ‘‘ A Military Veterinary Surgeon,” 
remarks, in the last paragraph of his letter in your issue of 
the 6th instant, that ‘‘ the Veterinary Profession may rest 
assured that Laryngismus Paralyticus is a good and correct 
scientific description for roaring,” and I entirely agree with 
him. 

The term has a well-deserved place in Veterinary nomen- 
clature, and I trust it may remain until some one can 
suggest a better.—Yours very truly, 

AnorHer Minitary VETERINARY SURGEON. 

10th April, 1889. 


LARYNGISMUS PARALYTICUS.” 
IR, 

It appears necessary to remind my anonymous and 
courteous opponent that the question at issue is not the 
meaning of ‘ ismus,” or ‘itis,’ but of laryngismus. I 
have said all I think it is requisite to say about the 
terminal ‘‘ismus” in The Veterinary Record for March 2nd. 

Your readers have probably noticed that in his last 
letter M.V.S. has not advanced a single fact or argument 
which has any bearing on the point he challenged in my 
original letter, viz., the meaning assigned to the word 
laryngismus in modern medical literature. Instead he 
raises various secondary questions, and in default of better 
game I will follow the trail of one of these divergent her- 
rings for a moment. I think I know the meaning of the 
word construction, and also of criticism, but readily admit 
the charge of entertaining some doubt about their conjoint 
significance—just as I appreciate the labours of both 
builders and judges but am not certain of the result of 
amalgamating their functions. It appears that the subject 
requires to be ‘ practically illustrated by a scientific desig- 
nation for ‘roaring’ in choice Greek or Latin.” If there 
is any connection between the subject and the prescribed 
illustration, I suppose a scientific designation for sneezing 
in choice Chinese would serve as well; and as we have 


» antidotes for poisons it is well that,every variety of jargon 


should be furnished with its specific lucifer. It is in- 
teresting to note that in the new Babel lucidity of ex- 
pression is extending also to ideas. 
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Considering the guidance with which he has been blessed 
I expected that M.V.S. would soon adopt the personal form 
of argument, and I hope the ‘ reversion to type” has re- 
lieved him. The courtesy and good taste with which he 
compares me to a cuttle-fish may be appreciated by con- 
sidering how the dignity of discussion would be enhanced 
if I were to retaliate in kind by good humouredly compar- 
ing him to the animal he most resembles. 

As to the question of authority, in my humble judgment 
I have been sufficiently explicit, but if you, Sir, consider 
that any number of your readers are unacquainted with 
Standard Medical Works, and unable to spend an hour or 
two in consulting them, and yet desire me to help them by 
furnishing a series of quotations, I shall be happy to do 
so. In this case, as the field is an extensive one, I would 
ask for your suggestion as to jthe number and length of 
quotations you consider suitable to the requirements of 
your readers and the exigiences of your space. 

Yours truly, R. H. Cuarxer. 


[We acknowledge Dr. Clarke’s considerate offer, but 
“the requirements of our ‘readers and the exigencies of 
our space,” suggest that this correspondence may now 
terminate.—Eb. | 


A STUDENT’S GRIEVANCE. 
Dear Sir, 

‘I should like to ventilate a grievance through the medium 
of your Journal, At Camden Town we have a written 
monthly examination by which we are detained till 6 
o’clock at night. We understood this was unavoidable, and 
therefore that each class should be kept in turn, thus 
making Class A late once in three months, and B and C 
one in turn. This has not been done, and Class A has 
always been the late one. We are kept very close to our 
rules, and one of our rules is ‘‘ that the College hours are 
from 9 in the morning to 5 at night.” I think the rules 
ought to be kept by the authorities as well as by the students, 
what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander.—Yours 
very truly, Os INNOMINATA. 
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